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Choosing war or peace from a gospel point of view

During the few weeks before the fighting began in the Gulf, I had a lot of feelings about
the war. As a girl, I don’t expect ever to have to fight in the war -- but I might have to support
people I love when they are called to fight. My first fears in the face of war, then, were for
myself and for my brothers and friends. I have an older brother, twenty years old, who is
currently serving a mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in Haiti. Before
he left on his mission, he sang with four other boys, all friends of mine, in a quintet. 1 used to
spend as much time as I could listening to them sing. They sang a lot of songs about people
leaving -- songs with words like, “"Walk down that lonesome road all by yourself", and "When
we meet again, later on in life, will you remember me?" These songs had great meaning for me
since all of these five friends of mine were planning to serve missions in the next few years, and
1 knew that T would have to say goodbye to each of them. Now, thinking about war, these words
took on added meaning for me. ' ,

I also have a younger brother, Robert, who is sixteen. He and my older brother, Tracy,
could both be drafted to serve in the war if it continues for any amount of time. My brother
Robert was born on my birthday when I was three years old and I’ve always felt close to him.
My brother Robert also sings. I could not bear to think that T might not hear the voices of my
brothers and friends blending and harmonizing any more.

As | thought about the possibility of war, 1 was also concerned with political questions,
such as whether or not we are choosing to buy oil with blood -- or whether Saddam Hussein
really would become another Hitler without intervention. I had certain doubts that a war could
ever be short and clean. But my strongest feelings were for my loved ones who might be called
to fight and possibly be injured or die. My feelings about this were so strong that to escape them
I avoided thinking about or talking about the war. :

On the day after the fighting began in the gulf, I walked into the lobby of the Wilkinson
Center during my lunch hour. I immediately was presented with two factions demanding my
attention. One was a peace rally and the other a booth carrying a sign that said "SUPPORT
OUR TROOPS."

As 1 stood and wondered which side 1 was on, the words, "Stand in holy places and be
not moved" came into my mind. At the same time a strong feeling of peace and calm came over
my whole body. Time stood still and I was not afraid or worried any more.

From that moment, I have known that no matter what happens, I will be able to endure
the war. I will be able to support my brothers if they are called to fight. I will know that while
our country is at war, my brothers and I might not be able to choose our fates from day to day,
but we can choose what happens to us after this life. We can choose to return to God when this
life is over. I know that if I am separated from my brothers and friends now, I can still see them
again. I know these things not just as words but as a feeling. I would describe that feeling as a
feeling of trust in God.

Finally, as I stood in that lobby, I knew that I did not have to decide between rallying for
peace or rallying for our troops. I had already decided. I knew that I could pray for peace, yet
support a government that had decided to fight. And I knew that no matter what happened, I
would be safe and my brothers would be safe, because whether at home writing letters or out on
the battlefront, the person who follows God stands in a holy place.
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